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the more copious anecdotes and reminiscences
supplied by the patriotic and filial devotion of
Mr. Custis. This is my humble hope.

Since the foregoing Letters were received from
Mrs. Lear, she has favored me with the perusal of
other manuscripts introducing us to the domestic
hours of General "Washington. Among them is
a Diary kept by Mr. Lear at Mount Vernon in.
1786, anterior therefore to the time when Wash-
ington became President. From this document I
am permitted to copy a passage entire. It is
dated the 23d of October, '86. Mr. Drayton and
Mr. Izard, gentlemen of South Carolina, had been
spending the day at Mount Vernon. After din-
ner, the company still round the table, Washing-
ton was led to speak of Arnold's treason, and Mr.
Lear wrote down his account of it in his Diary of
that day. Although history has made us familiar
with that whole transaction in its essential facts, to
hear it under such circumstances from the lips of
Washington, seems to impart to it new interest.is inborn
